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Artist Statement 
Aaron Veldstra 
July 10, 2015 


My final thesis project, titled Our Anaerobic Future, exhibited in the FAB Gallery at 
University of Alberta from June 16 to July 11, 2015, consists of a cycle of process-based 
drawings, paintings, and sculpture, that are developed during the duration of the 
exhibition. In this way, the installation incorporates elements from all aspects of my art 
education and practice: art history, sculpture, drawing, printmaking, and painting. While it 
draws on a minimalist aesthetic, it also offers a critique of Donald Judd's idea of 
permanence in a similar vein to Elmgreen and Dragset's Prada Marfa, which is a sculpture 
located several miles west of Marfa, Texas. An installation consisting of a perpetually 
locked Prada store alone in the desert, Elmgreen and Dragset's sculpture works off of a 
modernist aesthetic, yet is doomed to dissolve into the landscape, rather than evoke the 
permanence that so interested Judd. Similarly my work takes up impermanence, decay, 
and natural cycles, though | do so through an engagement with ink, water, earth, and 
sediment. These choices also point to Robert Smithson and Joseph Bueys and there use of 
materials. Smithson frequently used natural occurring objects such as rock and earth while 
Bueys used materials that referenced his own personal mythology. 


The work presented in this gallery is a critical response to the Oil sands of Northern 
Alberta and its anthropogenic impact on the boreal forest. For this show | have developed 
a process that hints at the cycles of the resource industry, and points to some less commonly 
known parts of the Athabascan bitumen deposits as well as the Natural Gas Shales in the 
western portion of the province. This performance/installation developed from thinking 
about two key industry terms: sustainability and remediation. These terms are often used by 
both the oil and gas industry as well as their environmental opponents to promote a 
particular agenda. Industry tends to use these words to talk about how they are improving 
technology to bring about less impact to the environment and how they clean up after a 
site has been exhausted. Opponents tend to talk about how the impact is unsustainable and 
remediation insufficient. With my work | am looking to bring these two arguments together 
and create a conversation between the opposing viewpoints. Throughout the performance | 
will engage with gallery visitors as they pass through the exhibition and inquire about their 
own views of oil culture. These conversations will not be recorded or turned into a 
transcript, but rather will be used as inspiration for writing a daily blog about the 
performance. 


| used to say: 

"Leave the credit for the thieves 

I'll take my belongings and live in the trees" 
Only to discover that the forest is no sanctuary 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from — 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/Veldstra2015 


but more of a repository for humanity 


Wilderness is imaginary 

A human living off the land 

A raccoon in a trash can 

A coyote in an urban park 

A Chernobyl fox making a bacon sandwich 
Adapting to a changing environment 


A collective bulldozer with a blade to the wrist 


Ribbons in the forest 

Big enough to let a truck pass through 
A caribou uncertain 

Looking, seeking, the next reserve 


Flame spitting mechanical monsters 
Sucking the bitumous blood 

From the geological flesh 

| drink this essence 

| am vampire 


Aaron Veldstra 
11343 76th Ave. Edmonton, Alberta 


veldstra@ualberta.ca 
(780) 554-2324 


Post Secondary Education: 


2013-2015 MFA candidate in Drawing/Intermedia The University of Alberta, Edmonton AB 
2013 Honours Bachelor of Fine Arts Lakehead University, Thunder Bay ON 
2003 Certificate in Public & Community Art, Dundas Valley School of Art, Dundas 
ON 
2002 Foundation Studies Diploma Program, Dundas Valley School of Art, Dundas ON 
Awards/Scholarships: 
2014 Queen Elizabeth the Second scholarship 
$10,000 
2014 Alberta Foundation for the Arts Scholarship 
$6,000 
2013 Walter H Johns Graduate Fellowship, Department of Art & Design 
$5,000 
2013 Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canada Graduate Scholarship [SHRCC] 
$17,000 
2012 Ruth Tye Mackenzie Scholarship 
$1,000 
Thunder Bay Art Gallery award 
2011 Visual Arts Network (VAN) Award for Printmaking 
Thunder Bay Society of Architects Award 
Maier Hardware Award 
2010 Johann Winckelmann Art History Award 


Academic Teaching Experience: 


2015 


2014 


Primary Instructor, Introduction to Drawing 140 University of Alberta 


Teachers Assistant, Introduction to Drawing 140 University of Alberta 
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2012-2013 Teachers Assistant, Printmaking Lakehead University 

i es ee ee 
Solo Shows: 

2015 Our Anaerobic Future, FAB Gallery University of Alberta 


ee ee ee ee ee 
Juried Exhibitions: 


2010-2012 Annual Juried Student Show, Thunder Bay Art Gallery, Thunder Bay ON 

2010-2012 Annual Juried Exhibition, Definitely Superior Art Gallery, Thunder Bay ON 

Group Exhibitions: 

2013 Closed Circuit: An Exhibition of Interactive Audio Art, The University of 
Alberta, Edmonton AB 

2010-2013 Urban Infill [Art in the Core], Definitely Superior Art Gallery, Thunder Bay ON 

2012 Major Studio Exhibition, Thunder Bay Art Gallery 

2012 Retrograd, Definitely Superior Art Gallery, Thunder Bay ON 

2011 Spatial Audio Visual Installation Uarctic 10 year event, University of Lapland, 
Finland 

2003 Strawfields & Rhynoplasty, Dofasco Gallery, Dundas ON 


5-10-15, Dofasco Gallery, Dundas ON 
2002 Annual Student Show, Dundas Valley School Of Art, Dundas ON 
Performance work: 


2014 Where have all the Caribou Gone?, Celebrating the Athabasca: Its Uses, and 
Abuses, Telus Centre U of A Campus 


2014 Experiments in Artistic Hydrology, The University of Alberta Water Week 
Initiative, Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science U of A Campus 


Upcoming Guest Lecture: 


2015 Art 101 
After Oil School 


fee ue ee 
Upcoming Performances: 
2016 Spiral Sands Spiral Forest, Demmitt Alberta 
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2016 Residuals, Haida Gwaii British Columbia 


pel eee eters eA Nal ces Coe Big 
Internet happenings: 


2008-2010 The Mine Project, http://puddle.ca/~lba/MINE/ 

2005-2007 Walk For the Cure From Cars, http://puddle.ca/~lba/walks 

Symposiums: 

2015 (Mis)Conceptions, Appearances, and Realities of Conflict in the Modern World, 
presenter, Political Science Graduate Student Association University of Alberta 

2014 Researching Research-Creation, think-tank & working group participant, 
University of Alberta 


Work used in Academia: 


2010 Verma, Neil "The Materiality of Text" in Media Aesthetics II: Text & Writing, at 
the University of Chicago. 


Radio Interviews: 


2014 Experiments In Artistic Hydrology, on Artbeat with Host: Sara Hoyles, CKUA 
radio 

2010 Annual Juried Student Exhibition, on Paradigm Shift Cafe with Host: Scott Kyle, 
LU radio 

2009 The MINE project, on Voyage North with Host: Gerald Graham, CBC radio 

2007 Walk For The Cure From Cars, on Pedal Revolutionary with Host: Ifny 


Lachance, UBC radio 


Written Reviews: 


2014 "Artist looks between the lines of oilsands sustainability, remediation" Folio 
Volume 51 Issue 12 


2003 “Aaron's Stupendous Walking Machine” Dundas Star, Dundas Ontario 
Memberships/Councillor positions held: 


DSR ACES 2 2 ree) aaa RR EE ee 
2014-2015 President Art & Design Graduate Students Association (ADGSA) University of 
Alberta 
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2013-2015 Member of ADGSA 


2013- 2015 Council representative for Art & Design Students, Graduate Student 
Association (GSA) University of Alberta 


2010 — 2013 Member and Acting Chair on the City of Thunder Bay Public Art committee 

2012 — 2013 Board member of Definitely Superior Artist Run Centre 

Jury Positions: 

2013 Definitely Superior Art Gallery Award, at the Annual Juried Student Exhibition, 
Thunder Bay ON 

2012 City of Thunder Bay Arts & Heritage award, Thunder Bay ON 

2011 EMS Headquarters Sculpture, 105 Junot Avenue South, Thunder Bay ON 


Co-Curating Positions: 
2015 Destabilizing Dystopia, Dc3 Art Projects 
2014 380 Degrees, Rutherford Library University of Alberta 


Volunteer Positions: 


2013-2015 Special Guest, Undergraduate Critiques University of Alberta 
2014-2015 Technician/event volunteer, Society for Northern Alberta Printmakers 
2009-2013 Event Volunteer, Definitely Superior Art Gallery 
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Our Anaerobic Future — Aaron Veldstra 


File Name: Veldstra.01 

Title: Tarscape (Installation view) 
) Date: 2015 

Materials: Tar on Plywood 

Dimensions: Installation 


File Name: Veldstra.02 
Title: Tarscape 01 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Tar on Plywood 
Dimensions: 4’x6' 


File Name: Veldstra.03 

Title: Drawing boards (Installation view) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Drywall, 2x4, paint, Chinese ink, oil barrel, syringe 
Dimensions: 2 @ 6'x8' 


File Name: Veldstra.04 

Title: Inking (performance shot) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Drywall, 2x4, paint, Chinese ink, syringe, Aaron Veldstra 
Dimensions: performance 


) File Name: Veldstra.05 
Title: Inking #2 (performance shot) 
Date: 2015 
Materials: Drywall, 2x4, paint, Chinese ink, syringe, Aaron Veldstra 
Dimensions: performance 


File Name: Veldstra.06 

Title: Over-alls & Ink (Installation view) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Carhart over-alls, shoes, coat hook, Chinese ink, plywood, sponges, cardboard 
Dimensions: Installation 


File Name: Veldstra.07 

Title: By-product (Installation view) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Empty ink bottles, cardboard, sponges, packaging 
Dimensions: Installation 


File Name: Veldstra.08 

Title: Work Station (Installation view) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Oil barrel, sponges, ink jar, caps, syringe 
\ Dimensions: Installation 
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File Name: Veldstra.09 

Title: A-Frame (Installation view) 

Date: 2015 
\ Materials: Silvicool tarp, Balsam Poplar poles, twine, buckets, trees, dirt, water, mop bucket, saw 
blade, chain, flourecent lights, 

Dimensions: 15'x18'x7' 


File Name: Veldstra.10 

Title: A-Frame (Detail Installation view) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Silvicool tarp, Balsam Poplar poles, twine, buckets, trees, dirt, water, mop bucket, saw 
blade, chain, flourecent lights, 

Dimensions: 15'x18'x7' 


File Name: Veldstra.11 

Title: Filter (installation View) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Natural Plastic Buckets, Sand, 2x4, water 
Dimensions: 8'x7'x17” 


File Name: Veldstra.12 

Title: Filter (performance shot) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Natural Plastic Buckets, Sand, 2x4, water, Aaron Veldstra 
Dimensions: 8'x7'x17” 


File name: Veldstra.13 
Title: A Shift Worth of Treeplanting Trash 
Date: 2015 
Materials: Wax cardboard, Plastic, flagging tape, stickers, garbage can, 1970's camper mattress 
Dimensions: Installation 


File Name: Veldstra.14 

Title: Cube (Installation view) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Plexiglass, steel, plywood, dirty sand 
Dimensions: 1m? 


File Name: Veldstra.15 

Title: Cube (performance shot) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Plexiglass, steel, plywood, dirty sand 
Dimensions: 1m? 


File Name: Veldstra.16 

Title: Cube (performance shot) 

Date: 2015 

Materials: Plexiglass, steel, plywood, dirty sand 
) Dimensions: 1m? 


) et 0 
ee aay: $ 
w bon iii ae ie lat 


{ - 7 
5 res 5s ® | ie tr 
i. - tee run 
7 . : 7 s 


etieble nih wie! dct |beee enous Sizeeht 


Geil ynormlganT 
22min Pega 2'OC CL deo oyichog crolobe oor artigyel .obtealG dnb 


File Name: Veldstra.17 
Title: Documentation 
Date: 2015 

Video 
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